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Joint committee on transportation oversight, members, quorum--report, 
when, contents--meetings, examination of reports, records required to be 
submitted.  

21.795. 1. There is established a permanent joint committee of the general assembly to be 
known as the "Joint Committee on Transportation Oversight" to be composed of seven 
members of the standing transportation committees of both the senate and the house of 
representatives and three nonvoting ex officio members. The senate members of the joint 
committee shall be appointed by the president pro tem of the senate and the house 
members shall be appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives. No major 
party shall be represented by more than four members from the house of representatives 
nor more than four members from the senate. The ex officio members shall be the state 
auditor, the director of the oversight division of the committee on legislative research, 
and the commissioner of the office of administration or the designee of such auditor, 
director or commissioner. The joint committee shall be chaired jointly by both cha irs of 
the senate and house transportation committees. A majority of the committee shall 
constitute a quorum, but the concurrence of a majority of the members, other than the ex 
officio members, shall be required for the determination of any matter within the 
committee's duties.  

2. The department of transportation shall submit a written report prior to November tenth 
of each year to the governor and every member of the senate and house of representatives 
which shall contain the following:  

(1) A comprehensive financial report of all funds for the preceding state fiscal year which 
shall include a report by independent certified public accountants, selected by the 
commissioner of the office of administration, attesting that the financial statements 
present fairly the financial position of the department in conformity with generally 
accepted government accounting principles. This report shall include amounts of:  

(a) State revenues by sources, amounts of federal revenues by source;  

(b) Any other revenues available to the department by source;  
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(c) Funds appropriated, the amount the department has budgeted and expended for the 
following: contracts, right-of-way purchases, preliminary and construction engineering, 
maintenance operations and administration;  

(d) Total state and federal revenue compared to the revenue estimate in the fifteen-year 
highway plan as adopted in 1992.  

All expenditures made by, or on behalf of, the department for personal services including 
fringe benefits, all categories of expense and equipment, real estate and capital 
improvements shall be assigned to the categories listed in this subdivision in conformity 
with generally accepted government accounting principles;  

(2) A detailed explanation of the methods or criteria employed to select construction 
projects, including a listing of any new or reprioritized projects not mentioned in a 
previous report, and an explanation as to how the new or reprioritized projects meet the 
selection methods or criteria;  

(3) The proposed allocation and expenditure of moneys and the proposed work plan for 
the current fiscal year, at least the next four years, and for any period of time expressed in 
any public transportation plan approved by either the general assembly or by the voters of 
Missouri. This proposed allocation and expenditure of moneys shall include the amounts 
of proposed allocation and expenditure of moneys in each of the categories listed in 
subdivision (1) of this subsection;  

(4) The amounts which were planned, estimated and expended for projects in the state 
highway and bridge construction program or any other projects relating to other modes of 
transportation in the preceding state fiscal year and amounts which have been planned, 
estimated or expended by project for construction work in progress;  

(5) The current status as to completion, by project, of the fifteen- year road and bridge 
program adopted in 1992. The first written report submitted pursuant to this section shall 
include the original cost estimate, updated estimate and final comple ted cost by project. 
Each written report submitted thereafter shall include the cost estimate at the time the 
project was placed on the most recent five-year highway and bridge construction plan and 
the final completed cost by project;  

(6) The reasons for cost increases or decreases exceeding five million dollars or ten 
percent relative to cost estimates and final completed costs for projects in the state 
highway and bridge construction program or any other projects relating to other modes of 
transportation completed in the preceding state fiscal year. Cost increases or decreases 
shall be determined by comparing the cost estimate at the time the project was placed on 
the most recent five-year highway and bridge construction plan and the final completed 
cost by project. The reasons shall include the amounts resulting from inflation, 
department-wide design changes, changes in project scope, federal mandates, or other 
factors;  
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(7) Specific recommendations for any statutory or regulatory changes necessary for the 
efficient and effective operation of the department;  

(8) An accounting of the total amount of state, federal and earmarked federal highway 
funds expended in each district of the department of transportation; and  

(9) Any further information specifically requested by the joint committee on 
transportation oversight.  

3. Prior to December first of each year, the committee shall meet and call before its 
members, officials or employees of the state highways and transportation commission or 
department of transportation, as determined by the committee, for the sole purpose of 
receiving and examining the report required pursuant to subsection 2 of this section. The 
committee shall not have the power to modify projects or priorities of the state highways 
and transportation commission or department of transportation. The committee may make 
recommendations to the state highways and transportation commission or the department 
of transportation. Disposition of those recommendations shall be reported by the 
commission or the department to the joint committee on transportation oversight.  

4. The committee shall submit records of its meetings to the secretary of the senate and 
the chief clerk of the house of representatives in accordance with sections 610.020 and 
610.023, RSMo.  

(L. 1998 H.B. 1681 & 1342 merged with S.B. 883)  

 


